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FOR 1IMDUTE RELEASE 

arm pepabt.icm cancellation of r obrscn's passport challenged 

Representatives of the Peaspcrt Division of the State Department havo told 
Piol Robeson, trho»e passport ns revoked August 4 on the eve of hi e departure for 
as sting# and concerts store ad, that Mr, Robeson's condemnation of the treatment of 


American Nogroos should toe confined to the American scene as this was a "foully 
affair* and should not be aired abroad. 


This was 'no of the highlights of the 2—h ur discussion which to- R plcec In 
Washington at the Passport Division fficc on August 23 at a conference held ot the 
request of 16* Robeson'# counsel to find ut the basis for the State Department's 

arbitrary action. 

Participating in the conference with Paul R-bes-n were his attorney, Nathan Witt, 
Judge Janes A, Cobb, formerly o n the riunlelpol Court bench of Washington, D. C., 

Dean George Parker cf the Terrell Low Sch '1, Att-mey Ge-rge Heyes, menb-jr of 
Washington, D.C, School Board, end William L. Patterson, Executive Secretory "f the 
Clvl^ Rights Congress, Representing the Passport Division wore H.il. Nicholes end 
WilUs H. Young, 

Nathan T 'itt accused the Department - f arbitrorily violnting the privilegoa, in- 
nonities, and rights of p ou l Robeson in the revoeotl n of his passport. Ho esked 
the Department for a definitive statement of the reasons for its action, which it 
had based simply cn the assertion that Robeson's travel abroad would be "detrimental 
to tho Interests of the United States G"vtmnont". 


The State Deportment spokesman intimated thet unless R'beS' n w uld agree to re¬ 
frain fr r B criticizing the treatment of Nogrc Americans and the American government'e 
foreign policy during his travels abroad, the State Department r'uld stand pat o n its 
cancellation of his possport. Nr. Nicholas asked for a statement that Nr. Robeson 
would not speak if he sent abroad, 

Paul Robeson expressed his deep and abiding loyalty to America, his country, 
and also hie intention to continue tc criticize those acts emanating from f'-roign 
and domestic policy which in any way curtailed the c- nstituti nal rights of the 
American pe'ple generally, or specifically violated the constitutional liberties 
and bunso rights of the Negro people. He contended that this was in keeping with 
his duty as a loyal American citizen and consistent with his constitutional rights. 


He was supported In this stand by Judge Cobb, wh- said that the curtailment of 
freedom of travol was an arbitrary exercise <~t power by the State Department in 
violation of tho fifth Amendment protecting property rights. 

Attornoy Hayes added that he regarded this Batter as further attack upon the 
rights and prlvllogos of 15 million Negroes wh'- were already denied their citizen¬ 
ship rights without effort on the port of tho Government to protect same. 


Tho conference ended with the State Doportnont refusing to reconsider its 
action unless Nr. Robeson would sign e stetemont thet ho would rt speak if he went 
abroad, Tho attorneys present with Nr. Robeson in the conference unanimously do- 
clarod that this natter was of such fundamental character that it must be taken im¬ 
mediately to the U.3. Supreme C'urt, 
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n African Affairs,of which Mr, Robeson is Chairman, has received 
* 't^re^and cables fr- m individuals snd organizations in the U.S, 
Dean Acheaon protesting cancellation of Robes-o 's 






form 81 


6 I 6 /^ 


EXTRACT. 




ct for File No. 


.P^.| , *...44,9S.Q....^..V.»?rrrf^EZZ.N a m e :..W5^S.. 


iginal in File No. ;...S..F*..All/ 80 tfth ,...Af-idc&..-.Y..1.0.-.. Serial ;..45fic.Receipt Date :...6»-9.-60.. 


Orlgi from :....Tel©oheck.Under Ref. 


.Dated :..-5* 9ii 5Q*- 


Extracted on :....6«.3* 51* .t>y :..DD... Section :..RA. 

Copy of Telecheck on Temple Par 2131. C. F, H. -j. 

Incoming* 5*9*50* 

Prop* Dept., London District, obtains some addresses from Maud (ROGERSON). 


Pdul ROBESON, 


GqbMel d'ARBOUSSIER, 


AZIKIWE, 


Sam KAHN. 


.Mrs. RENNER (sp) 


c/o the Council for African Affairs, 23, West 26th Street, 

New York, 10. 

I 

, Maud tells her to ask the British Peace Cttee or write 
to him care of the French Party, or the Chamber of 
Nationalities, she thinks tt it is called* 

Post Office Box 573, Lagos, Nigeria, British West Africa. < 

Maud has no address for him and does not know how they 
could get into communication with him. The official 
addresses they have are no longer any use. The places 
are all closed. 

<\ 

Maud asks if that is Mrs. Hanftole RENNER. Caller says^U ,v.v\ 
she is the one from the Gold Coast or West Coast of AftrurfR. 
Maud says it is c/o Accra Evening N ews, K) Box 821 , .">* 

Accra, Gold Coast. ■ yV* 
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Caller '«kc if there is no w\v of settlnp in touch with via the 
Cuardian, Vhey are holding « i-eotinp an ept. fist on frlc* and the l'irht 
ft»r peace, and ttoy want ckuj, a.Tsa. 

htmuk ti,\ya to leave itn to hrr for a oouplo of Af^ye* hr does hot like to 
su. west .^ythlnp that would co-atit the do— Alan in any way, but eha will 
oak 'the outh African coawadas. One Of theca is due in tooorrow looming* 
he will find out if anyone hab a private ?oareas for hi a* 
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